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our vision

Strong Primary Care (PC) produces better health
outcomes against lower costs. That is the brie-
fest summary of available scientific evidence. By
promoting strong PC the population’s health can
be improved. Strong PC does not emerge spon-
taneously. It requires appropriate conditions at
the health care system level and in actual practi-
ce to make PC providers able and willing to take
responsibility for the health of the population
under their care. A key element is effective col-
laboration with well organised secondary care.
Everywhere in Europe the process of strengthe-
ning PC is ongoing, with a large diversity in the
way PC is organised. Therefore, Europe is in a
sense a laboratory landscape of experiments

for organising primary care. There is a strong
need to collect and share information about
what structures and strategies matter. This is a
support to practitioners but will also provide the
evidence to convince policy makers at different

levels that PC needs to be strengthened.

The European Forum for Primary Care is multidisci-
plinary and brings together interested parties from
many European countries. The aim of the Forum is to
connect three groups of stakeholders in the field of
Primary Care:

- the health care field; this includes practitioners
from the different professions: physicians, nurses,
social workers, physiotherapists, pharmacists,
dentists and several others.
health policy makers,
the producers and evaluators of (health) care infor-

mation: universities and other research groups.

These parties work at three levels: the local or district
level, the national level and the supra-national level.
By linking policy, practice and research the Forum in-
tends to stimulate policy making based on vision and
evidence as much as it intends to support PC practice
oriented towards quality and equity.

The Forum provides information and opportunities
for debate to its members, using thematic discussion
groups, facilitated by the website and the secretariat.
It also formulates Position Papers, based on contri-
butions of its members and third parties. In the past
years, Position Papers on Mental Health, Self Care,
Diabetes and several other chronic conditions, all in
relation to Primary Care, have been developed and
published and in coming years further Position Papers
will be issued. The Forum monitors EU policies and
advices its members, the relevant organisations of
the European Union and its member states on policies
that bear relevance to Primary Care. However, the
scope of the Forum is not limited to member states of

the European Union: it encompasses all European
countries. The Forum works in close collaboration
with several organisations like WHO, Wonca, EU-
PHA, EUSP, ENOTHE and EFN.

A biennial conference dedicated to the develop-
ment of Primary Care with the title: The Future of
Primary Care in Europe is the major recurrent event
of the Forum. In 2006 this event took place in
Utrecht, The Netherlands and the 2008 edition was
held in Southampton, UK. The 2010 edition will
take place in Pisa, Italy.

The Forum seeks to expand its membership and
thereby to strengthen its leading position for
Primary Care in Europe. Membership stands at 120
institutional members of local, regional and natio-
nal organisations from more than 35 countries in
Europe. Non-European organisations are welcome
as members as well.



